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Background: what we currently know about SDGs
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Some commentators have 

wondered whether SDGs might 

become the overall umbrella 

concept for post-­2015 Goals, 

encompassing and replacing the 

MDGs after that date. 

Suggestions that SDGs could be 

the main ‘brand’ for a post-­2015 set 

of development objectives have 

back from some decision-­makers 

in developing countries and 

international donors. . .
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The political context for multilateralism on sustainable development is 

Where the MDGs were focused 

solely on developing countries, 

discussions to date about SDGs 

strongly tend towards the idea 

that they would be universal – i.e. 

applicable to developing and 

developed countries alike.

the political space to rise above 

narrow national interests.
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Analysis and recommendations

 

More thought is needed about 

how to connect the dots between 

social, environmental and 

economic goals. . .

While the policy arguments 

for a more ambitious and 

comprehensive set of Goals after 

2015 may be compelling, the 

politics look much tougher than 

they were when the MDGs were 
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Recommendations

Take a gradual approach and 

don’t try to do everything at 

once in Rio.

Be careful of setting 

precedents with unintended 

consequences.

No SDGs should be agreed 

unless backed up by a clear 

delivery plan.

Above all, be careful not to risk 

losing the MDGs’ poverty focus
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Conclusion
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