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Chart 4: Size of Middle Classes in Total Population in 2010

3.5 Chart 4 and Table 4 show the
asymmetric distribution of the middle class
by its subclasses. The floating class of $2-$4
per day represents the largest concentration
of the middle class population. This situation
is almost universal for all African countries.
Although there is evidence of noticeable
recruitment from the poor category to the
floating class, there has not been much
transition of this class into the stable middle
class category of $4-$20 (see Charts 1 and
2), which is less vulnerable to economic
shocks. This presents policy makers with the

challenge of not only stabilizing this floating
class but also ensuring its transition into a
stable middle class.

3.6 North African countries have a much
higher concentration of the middle class
among their population with Tunisia having
the highest at 89.5% followed by Morocco
and Egypt at 84.6% and 79.7% respectively
(Chart 4, Table 4). However, a significant
number of this middle class belong to the
floating category, living on less than $4 per
day with the ever present danger of falling

into poverty in the event of exogenous
economic shocks. This is evident in the
Tunisian situation where approximately half of
the middle class is in this situation. The case
of Mauritania is another one. Although nearly
43% of the population is classified as middle
class, only 5% are considered stable with
income levels of over $4 per day. The same
situation applies in the three most populous
countries in Africa, Nigeria, Ethiopia and
Egypt where more than half of the middle
class is in the floating category, living on less
than $4 per day.


